
Power Objects and Alter Egos
CER 649 001  || 3 credit hours 

Faculty: Joanna Powell & Anthony Sonnenberg            
 TA: Anthony Kascak

Sun, Jun 30, 201912:00 AM  Sat, Jul 13, 201912:00 AM

Class Synopsis:

Clay, with its unique simplicity and versatility, can be molded, cast, thrown and built into 
almost any form one can think of. However, in this class, we aim to push these boundaries even 
further by using clay to reshape the image of ourselves. 

We will ask ourselves what negative or problematic aspects we have in our daily lives or 
wider world, from the very small to the very big, that we feel unable to address. Then we will 
envision a super hero, with powers and persona that could fight these troublesome aspects in 
our lives.  Then, using clay in all its forms (fired and unfired, liquid and solid) along with found 
object, fabrics and whole host of other mixed media, we will create themed costumes, props and 
sets as well as collaborate with local scenery on Ox-Bow’s campus to create in-depth, vivid, and 
impactful visions of our powerful alter-egos that will be captured in still and/or moving images. 

 Along with the work we will be doing with our hands in physical materials, we will also 
be doing a lot of mental work in the form of asking questions, following hunches, and problems 
solving to ensure that the ideas driving our works are as solid and interesting as the works 
themselves. 
 
Examples of some questions you may ask yourself during this class are: 

What is the root issue at the core of the problems we wish to face and what kind of powers 
would be needed to address them? 

Once we figure out those powers, how can we clear and concisely communicate them, using 
only visual clues? 

How can clay be used to create these visual clues? 

Metrics for Success

http://www.ox-bow.org/summer-2019-course-descriptions/2019/6/30/power-objects-and-alter-egos


In this class, work can take many different forms and be accomplished with a myriad of 
different working styles.  In order to create an equal playing field between all of these 
different possible outcomes, I have created a four point system for which all works will be 
judged: 

*Is the work specific? 

*Does the work use Economy? 

*Does the work have Follow-Through? 

*Does the work have Impact? 

Use these questions as your guide when making decisions during the creative process. 

Participation 

 Participation in activities and a willingness to voice your opinion are an integral part to this 
course. Your participation will be judged in many ways. These will include but are not limited 
to: Being in class on time and ready to work, voicing your opinion and giving precise and 
considered feedback during discussions, bringing requested materials to class, having 
homework finished and submitted on time, and general attitude. This class only works if we 
all contribute through participation, therefore if you do not contribute, it will reflect in your 
participation grade – which is 75% of your course grade. 

Grading Breakdown  
A Students who represent superior exploration and fully embrace the possibilities inherent 
to the assignments given. Students who demonstrate sustained intellectual growth. 
B Students who represent a solid exploration and considers the possibilities of assignments 
given. Students who demonstrate sustained intellectual growth. 
C Students who complete all parameters of the assignments and activities. 
D Students who fulfill only part of the assignments and activities. 
F Students who miss classes, do not come prepared, and do not participate. 

Class Schedule

Main activities Deadlines Kiln Firings

Day 1  
Sunday June 30th 

Arrival 



Day 2 
Monday July 1st 

First full day in studio 
morning: introductions, 
studio tour,

afternoon: field trip

Day 3  
Tuesday July 2nd

Morning: Intro to main 
project prompt, 
sketching and one on 
one discussion of ideas

afternoon: Work Day

 Have firm idea of 
concept by lunch time

Day 4  
Wednesday July 3rd

Morning: Work Day

Afternoon: Field trip into 
town for thrift store tour

Day 5 
Thursday July 4th

ALL DAY WORK DAY

Happy 4th-o-July

First Bisque Firing 

Day 6 
Friday July 5th

ALL DAY WORK DAY

Day 7  
Saturday July 6th

Morning: Work day 
Finishing touches on 
costume elements 

Afternoon: Critique 
Costumes

Costume elements 
done by Lunch

First Glaze


Second Bisque for 
Miscellaneous items 

Main activities Deadlines Kiln Firings



Day 8  
Sunday July 7th 

Take the morning off

Afternoon: Intro to 
props and scenery - 
Take walking tour of 
campus to survey 
settings

Last Day for Wet Clay if 
intending to have it fired

Day 9  
Monday July 8th 

ALL DAY WORK DAY

(Additional thrift store 
run?)

Day 10 
Tuesday July 9th 

ALL DAY WORK DAY
 Last Bisque

Day 11 
Wednesday July 10th 

ALL DAY WORK DAY Work is Finished 
installed and 
documentation is taken 

Day 12 
Thursday July 11th

Morning: last free work 
day

Afternoon: CLEAN 
STUDIO

Images are being edited 
and finishing touched 
being made

Last Glaze - no firings 
after today  

Main activities Deadlines Kiln Firings



Supply List

Ox-bow will supply the class with clay, slip, glaze, paint, butcher paper, plain fabric, hot glue 
and some other general studio supplies. We strongly encourage you to bring any special or 
specific found objects or materials that you foresee your alter ego needing. While Ox-Bow 
can offer some access to high-def digital cameras, they are few and shared amongst the 
rest of the school and so we cannot guarantee steady access. Therefore, we strongly 
suggest you bring a camera of your own, even if it is just your cell phone.  You are also 
required to bring your own sketch book and basic drawing/sketching materials.  

 Suggested Materials: 

Scissors

glue gun and extra glue sticks

Masking tape

paint brushes 

any specific clay working tools you may need/prefer

spray bottle 

change of work clothes that you can get very dirty in

sewing supplies 

Miscellaneous objects or fabrics you may want to use

Day 13  
Friday July 12th 

Morning: Final Critique 

Afternoon: Pack up and 
prepare for departure 

Day 14  
Saturday July 13th

Departure

Main activities Deadlines Kiln Firings



 

Example Artists/Inspiration list  

Jaimie Warren

J.J. McCracken

Terri Frame

Tony Duquette

Jean Couteau

John Waters

Nic Nicosia

Grayson Perry

Gregory Crewdson

Sally Mann

Cindy Sherman

African Power figures

Greek Gods and Goddesses

Paris is Burning (particularly Categories 
and Vogueing) 


