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COURSE SUMMARY 
 
Metamorphosis is an entity's transformation from its original structure into 
another form. In this one week course, we will develop an understanding of 
paper fiber, in tandem with surface modifications, to create handmade papers 
that look and feel like other objects and substances. With paper fiber and few 
other tricks, we will create the illusion of entirely new surfaces. The transformed 
papers will be soft, rigid, textured, stained, dyed, marbled, waxed, etc. 
Handmade papers are strong, durable and lightweight and can handle several 
alterations—allowing them to reference elements including stone, metal, 
leather, water, concrete, or something entirely new. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND CLASS POLICY 
 

Class meets everyday, from 10 - 5pm. Lunch break is one hour at 1pm. Class 
regroups at 2pm sharp. Attendance is required for all classes. 
 
DAILY SCHEDULE 
 

August 14 

intro to the class, historical and contemporary discussion on the uses of paper 

and how paper came to be, pull a sheet of paper  

 

August 15 

technique: understanding different paper fibers and relationship to texture and 

pigments 

exploration: manipulate textures and color onto freshly made sheets of paper 



August 16 

technique: transfer of colors and texture while in a wet state and other materials 

included 

exploration: interpreting visual needs and developing a language of marks and 

surface 

 

August 17 

technique: understanding drying techniques to create unusual surface and 

introduce dyes to paper 

exploration: using dyes to transform the surface to look allude to another entity 

 

August 18 

technique: marbling and pasting papers 

exploration: interpreting visual needs and developing a language of marks 

 

August 19 

technique: sealing and surface finishing – wax, oil, shellac, gelatin size 

exploration: making new sheets ready for the next step 

 

August 20 

retrieve all work from studio by 10am 

 

SUPPLY LIST 
 
Ox-Bow supplies all the fiber for making pulp, pigments, chemicals, screens, etc. 
What you will find below are things you will want to bring to assist you in your 
making of your unusual sheets. 
 
dish washing gloves 
rubber boots or the like to work in the wet paper studio 
apron/trash bag to make apron 
box of pastels – small box of twelve 
hand towel to be used as a rag 
plant spray mister bottle 
3 cheap natural bristle flat brushes 2” wide 
scissors 



x-acto knife and blades 
pencil 
notebook/sketchbook 
bone folder (optional) 
one or all of the following: water soluble crayons, water color pencils/graphite  
 


