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COURSE SUMMARY 
 
This all-level course concentrates on drawing and painting techniques. 
Specimens, birds, mammals, and insects from the Chicago Field Museum are 
provided so that students can draw from life and learn the layering watercolor 
technique. Field studies are encouraged so students can juxtapose animal life 
with suitable habitat. Modeling, measuring, building greys and browns, color 
theory is taught and demonstrated. Watercolor is a versatile medium and 
explorations of its many possibilities are encouraged. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND CLASS POLICY 
 
Students are expected to attend each session and engage fully. 
 
DAILY SCHEDULE 
 
SUNDAY EVENING  

Introductions 

 
MONDAY 
Drawing Revisited  

Measuring, crawling, locating, etc. bird, insect and mammal specimens. 

Modeling, creating third dimension and making space. 



Landscape, and subject-habitat drawing 

Basic watercolor washes 

 

TUESDAY 
Layering watercolor 

Making greys and browns, neutral subjects 

Botanical subjects, using neighbors on the color wheel 

Figure ground solutions 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Subject in habitat 

Landscape painting, studying the masters 

Composition and its connection with process 

Possibilities of composition: Unusual formats. 

 

Mid-week critiques to adjust final 2 days 

 

THURSDAY 
Abstract watercolor techniques 

Pouring, sponge and spattering. 

Building a ground and adding figures 

Using titanium white and gouache 

Removing watercolor 

 

FRIDAY 
Finding direction 

Possibilities in materials, size and effect 

Looking at nature painting past and present for direction 

Collage, mixed media 

 

Final critiques. 

 

 
 



 
SUPPLY LIST 
 
 
300lb paper (Lana or Arches) I 
prefer hot press but cold press is 
good too.  The heavy paper allows 
you to remove images and correct. 
 
Small tubes of Winsor Newton 
watercolors; burnt sienna, 
manganese, ultramarine blue, 
cobalt blue, cobalt turquoise, 
hookers green, yellow ochre, 
lemon yellow, cad yellow and red, 
rose, titanium white. 
 
Holbein: Bright violet, brilliant 
yellow 
 
Large palette with 8 2-inch square 
spaces 
2 round brushes, #2 and #8 large 
flat one-inch brush 
 
I will be happy to share paint so 
don’t worry about getting 
everything.  This is a minimal list. 


