
Students will be introduced to various methods used in making intaglio prints. 
Demonstrated techniques will include etching, drypoint, and engraving, as well as a variety 
of experimental approaches to plate making and printing. Discussion and critique of work 
will be included with equal emphasis on technique and concept. 

schedule 
sunday–8 pm 
class intro: requirements, tools, safety and the intaglio process demo: 
plate preparation, polishing, degreasing, drypoint drawing and erasing on your plate, 
applying hardground.  

monday–10 am 
hard ground etching & paper prep, registration methods 
inking & proofing plate, editioning 

tuesday–10 am 
scavenging trip to scrap metal yard 
alternative modes of inking plates and printing large plates, altering plates with non-acid 
techniques, shaping plates, etc., printing 

wednesday–10 am 
aquatint demo, relief roll, two-color printing of plates, registration of multi-plates, printing 

thursday–10 am 
photopolymer plate demo (depending on time constraints), generating transparencies on 
mylar, acetate and inkjet printing 

friday–10 am 
workday 
group crit / clean up 

saturday–10 am  
farewells! 
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materials | supplies 
Supplies are offered at the Ox-bow shop but in limited quantities. Please come prepared 
with materials and supplies as art supplies are hard to locate in the surrounding area.  

paper 
Etching paper is 100% cotton rag and the standard size is 22x30. For a 6x9 plate, one 
sheet will typically allow for 4 prints; an edition of 5 will be required for this class. You will 
need additional paper for proofing. For the scrap metal experimental prints you will likely 
be working larger to create monoprints and intaglio prints from larger flat roofing sheets 
(copper/aluminum) that we can get from the scrap metal yard; sizes will vary so purchase 
extra paper to accommodate those prints. 
suggested papers: bfk rives, sommerset, magnani pescia, fabriano tiepolo 

plates 
(1-2)  6" x 9" copper plate(s) 
(1-2) scrap metal yard plates from our visit to the scrap metal yard 
(1) 8" x 10" photopolymer plate (optional) 

required tools/materials 
scribe (drypoint needle &/or etching needle) 
burnisher 
scraper 
2 inexpensive camel or synthetic hair brushes, fine & medium sizes 
3 one-inch foam brushes 
pencils 2h, 2b 
sharpie paint markers (extra fine & medium - optional for photopolymer plates) 
apron (canvas) 
chemical resistant gloves (neoprene) 
old/used toothbrush 
rags (get a bag of rags at any grocery or auto shop) 
sketchbook 

attire 
you will get ink on you, dress accordingly 
when using the etching tank, please wear closed shoes :-) 
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