
 

 

OX—BOW 2019 
 
Alter Overflow: Garment Making as Studio Practice 
Instructors: Brad Callahan and Vincent Tiley 
 
Using the multifaceted and often conflicting traditions of queer dress as a foundation, this garment based 
class will introduce students to a spectrum of fashion industry and DIY garment making techniques. Stu-
dents will explore methods of alternative pattern making, up-cycling, textile manipulation, embellish-
ment, and hand techniques to create new wearable art that exists between fashion, performance, and 
sculpture. Themes of identity, gender, race, desire, fetish and camp will be explored and expanded in 
both personal projects and group discussion.  
 
Artists and designers who's work will be discussed include but are not limited to Leigh Bowery, Narcis-
sister, Claude Cahun, Rebecca Horn, Stephen Varble, Louise Bourgeois, Raul de Neives, K8 Hardy, Ter-
ence Koh, and Nayland Blake as well as Patrick Kelly, Adrian, Rudi Gernreich, Eiko Ishioka, Iris Van 
Herpen, Charlie le Mindu, Charles Worth, Paul Poiret, Erte, Jean Paul Lespagnard, and Shaye St. John. 
 
Experimentation is encouraged and students are invited to present their work as performances, videos, 
installations, party-personas (etc). 
 
2 week Course // FIBER 619001 // 3 credit hours // Lab Fee $100 
 
Course Materials: 
Sketch book 
pencils and erasers 
a sharpie 
2 pairs of scissors 
a set of hand needles 
thread 
seam ripper 
pins 
scotch tape 
1 roll of blue tape 
1 cheap thrift store jacket and 1 pair of leggings/sweatpant 
x-acto knife 
e-6000 glue 
3 yards of any fabric 
Tailor’s measuring tape 
clear plastic flexible ruler 
sewing machine needles (universal and ball point) 
any other materials/equipment you envision using (i.e. fabric, paint, beads, feathers, camera, clay, house-
hold objects etc.) 
We encourage you to bring your own sewing machine/sergers if you own them 
 
Materials Provided: 
15 rolls of Butcher Paper 
1 Bolt of Muslin 
thread 
sewing machines 
Iron and ironing board 
bleach and vinegar 
box of zippers 
 



 

 

WEEK 1 
 
Day 1: Introduction  
 Afternoon:  
  Lecture on queer dress “Alter/Overflow” 
  Sexuality, Codes, Gender, Race, Glamour, Camp, the Abject, Kitsch, Function, the Ab-
surd,   Materiality, Fetish, Utopia, Uniform, Individuality, and Transformation 
   
Day 2: Flat Patterning 
 Morning:  
  How to measure for making a garment 
  Deconstructing a garment for pattern 
  Pair up 
 Afternoon:  
  Hand sewing basics 
  Up-Cycling!  
  LIGHTNING: Use the deconstructed garment and 3 yards of fabric you brought to make  
   something wearable 
 
Day 3.: Concept Sketching and Sewing Basics 
 Morning:  
  Sketching 
 Afternoon: 
  Developing a pattern from your sketch 
  Dimensional Pattern Making 
  Draping for a pattern 
 
Day 4: Sewing 
 Morning:  
  Sewing Machine Demo 
 Afternoon:  
  Sew your patterns into a garment (making a muslin) 
 
Day 5: Finishing Techniques 
 Morning: 
   Structure and distressing 
 Afternoon: 
  Embellishment, finishing, and closures 
 
Day 6: Sketching/formulating final project 
 Morning:  
  Group Discussion on queer icons, characters, media, performers, designers, and artists  
   who have interested you. 
 Afternoon: 
  Sketching and working towards final project. Document the Work you’ve done so-far! 
 
Day 7: INDEPENDENT STUDIO DAY 
 Morning:  
  Trip into town for materials 
 Afternoon: 
   Independent studio, Please use this time to work toward presentation of final projects 
 
 



 

 

WEEK 2 
 
Day 8: Present Final Project proposals 
 Morning: Presentations on final project proposals to the class  
 Afternoon: Studio Day and individual meetings with Brad and Vincent 
 
Day 9: Studio Day 
 Morning: Screenings, Brad and Vincent will be showing media they are inspired by. Feel free to  
  contribute any links/files 
 
Day 10: Studio Day 
 
Day 11: Studio Day 
 
Day 12: Studio Day 
 Turn in any Media based presentations by the end of the day!  
 Install for tomorrow after class 
 
Day 13: FINAL PRESENTATIONS and CRITIQUE, DEINSTALL and CLEANING 
 OPEN STUDIOS 
 
DAY 14: GOODBYES  
 
 


