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Design + Anarchy
Ben Medansky and Earl Elowsky
CER 640-01H (164)
Lab and Materials fee: $150
3 credits 

Offered in Ox-Bow’s Ceramics Studio, Design + Anarchy creates an environment for thoughtful 
construction with irreverent intent. Instructors will guide students through technical ceramic 
exercises, like throwing and hand building, with the objective of creating functional work with rowdy 
purposes. Experimentation, play, and iteration will be dominant strategies. Instructors will also 
lead discussions about how to practically engage with a design market and how studio thinking and 
production relate. Previous work with clay is preferred.

Seasonal Affect
Jason Dunda and Erin Washington
PAINTING 645-01H (165)
3 credits

Responding to the unique time and place of Ox-Bow in the winter, this class will focus on light as 
subject, object, concept, and tool. The class will begin with traditional painting approaches and 
techniques. As the course evolves students are free to hybridize and cross over into interdisciplinary 
explorations if they choose. In-class exercises will examine and respond to a range of light qualities 
from the diffuse to the fleeting winter light. Ideally this is a class of diverse makers who are able to 
discuss the subtle and highly attentive acts of perception.

Graduate Projects
John Neff and Michelle Grabner
MFA 6009-01H (171)
3 credits

Ox-Bow offers currently enrolled MFA students the opportunity to independently study at
Ox-Bow over the winter session. Students have their own studios (and shows, later) and can work on 
a project of their design, either in response to the specific environment of Ox-Bow, or to prepare for 
their thesis show.

COURSES

TUITION & FEES
PROGRAM

SAIC 
TUITION

ROOM &
BOARD TOTAL

WORK 
SCHOLARSHIP

UGRD $4,491 $1,150 $5,641 - $1,150

GRAD $4,740 $1,150 $5,890 - $1,150

Come join us for our January winter session! 
It’s a great time to enjoy the winter landscape, 
while taking advantage of the space for quiet 
and uninterrupted artmaking. This winter we are 
offering three for-credit courses: painting, ceramics 
and graduate projects. With the successful 
completion of the course students receive 3 credits 
for the two-week intensives. Students reside on 
campus and enjoy 24/7 access to the studios, 
delicious meals prepared daily and invigorating 
discussions with a small community of peers. A 
class at  Ox-Bow fulfills a portion of SAIC’s off-
campus study requirements.

Information Session:
Want to find our more about our winter session? Come to an 
information session on the first floor of the Neiman Center 
(Neiman Center, 37 South Wabash)

Wednesday, October 19, 4:30-5:15 pm



BEN 
MEDANSKY’s 
desire to make 
forms was forged 
by the bright blue 
skies and soaring 
mineral formations 
of his home state 
of Arizona where, 
from the age of 
14, he served as 
a glassblower’s 
apprentice. 
Medansky’s 
practice was 
further informed 
by his studies at 
the School of the 
Art Institute of 
Chicago where 
he experimented 

in a variety of mediums from fibers to furniture 
design leading to his work with clay. Upon moving 
to Los Angeles in 2010, Medansky worked 
under a number of prominent artists until, at the 
age of 24, he began Ben Medansky Ceramics. 
Inspired by brutalist, motifs of technology and 
space exploration, Medansky’s Sculptural Objects, 
limited run daily wares and Instruments of Peace 
are collected worldwide and sought after by 
such clients as Herman Miller, Kelly Wearstler, 
and Bergdorf Goodman. Medansky continues to 
investigate aesthetics employed by the mechanical 
world in his latest body of work.

FACULTY
JASON DUNDA is a 
Canadian painter living 
in Chicago. Trained as 
an oil painter at York 
University in Toronto 
(BFA) and The School 
of the Art Institute of 
Chicago (MFA), he is 
currently working on 
a suite of paintings 
based upon research 
of social and political 
events of the past and 
present. Outside the 

studio, he is an Adjunct 
Associate Professor at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago where he teaches studio and 
seminar classes in the Contemporary Practices 
and Arts Administration and Policy departments.

EARL ELOWSKY is an 
artist working in Detroit, 
Michigan. Utilizing a 
broad range of media, 
he makes work heavily 
influenced by his 
experience growing up 
in a small, rural town in 
Northeast Michigan. He 
earned a BFA from Alma 
College (Michigan) in 
2009 and an MFA from 
the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago in 
2013. He recently had 
a solo exhibition with 
Faber & Faber, Chicago, 
and participated in the 
screening mid.east/mid.
west at Aspect/Ratio 
Gallery, Chicago.

ERIN WASHINGTON 
is a Painter, Drawer, and 
Installation artist currently 
living and working in 
Chicago. Using fugitive and 
symbolic materials (ex. ashes, 
blackberries, bones, chalk, 
moss, and spaceblankets), 
Washington’s works source 
imagery from the Sciences, 
Mythology, and Art History 
that represent ruptures and 
failures in the search for 
meaning and truth. Erin is 
currently a lecturer in the 

Painting and Drawing Department at the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago, where she received her 
MFA in 2011. Notable solo exhibitions have been 
held at such venues as The Riverside Art Center 
in Riverside Illinois and Zolla/Lieberman Gallery in 
Chicago. Her work has also been included in group 
exhibitions at such spaces as Shane Campbell 
Gallery, Chicago; The Hyde Park Art Center; and 
Columbia University in New York.

JOHN NEFF 
produces artworks 
and curates 
exhibitions. He 
currently serves as 
a curatorial board 
member at Chicago’s 
Iceberg Projects 
and a consulting 
curator to Alphawood 
Exhibitions, Chicago. 
He has exhibited 
his installation, 
photographic, and 
video work at venues 
including: Randy 
Alexander Gallery, 
Golden Gallery, 
The MCA Chicago, 

Motherbox Gallery, Night Club, The Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, The Renaissance Society, and Donald 
Young Gallery. Neff is a core faculty member in 
SAIC’s Low-Residency MFA Program and works as a 
teaching artist in Chicago Public Schools (where he 
is co-director of the Ravenswood Elementary School 
Curatorial Practice Program).

Mai Dang Lao, Oil on linen, 2016

2/27/11, Framed archival inkjet print 
2011/2013

Ruin and Cosmic Dust
Chalk, acrylic and gouach
on panel
2015

Self Portrait 3 
Acrylic paint, television set, 
table, DVD video 2014

Goliath Structure, Ceramic, 2015

MICHELLE GRABNER
is an artist, writer and 
curator. She is the Crown 
Family Professor of 
Painting and Drawing 
at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. She 
has also taught at The 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Cranbrook 
Academy of Art; Milton 
Avery Graduate School 
of Arts - Bard College; 
Yale University School 
of Art; the University 
of Pennsylvania; and 
Skowhegan School of 

Painting and Sculpture, Maine. Grabner’s work is 
represented by James Cohan Gallery, NYC; Anne 
Mosseri-Marlio, Basel; Rocket, London; the Green 
Gallery, Milwaukee, Gallery 16, San Francisco; 
bkprojects, Boston,MA. Grabner co-curated the 
2014 Whitney Biennial and the 2016 Portland 
Biennial. With Jens Hoffmann she is currently 
the co-artistic director of Front International: 
Cleveland Exhibition for Contemporary Art opening 
in the Summer of 2018. She is a corresponding 
editor for X-tra. Her reviews are regularly 
published reviews in Artforum. She has also 
contributed essays and reviews to Modern Painters, 
Frieze, X-tra, Art Press, ArtUS and Art-Agenda among 
others. In 2010, she and Mary Jane Jacob co-
edited THE STUDIO READER, published by the 
University of Chicago Press. Michelle Grabner 
and Brad Killam founded The Suburban in 1999 
in Oak Park, IL hosting a range of international 
contemporary art. After 16 years in the Chicago 
vicinity, The Suburban began programming 
exhibitions in two Milwaukee storefronts. In 2009 
they opened The Poor Farm, dedicated to annual 
exhibitions and publications, in rural Wisconsin.

Untitled, Cast Bronze, 2015



Ox-Bow Merit Scholarship
October 25, 2016
Ox-Bow will award a limited number of partial merit scholarships this winter. Applications are due Tuesday, October 25, 2016 at 
midnight and can be found online at ox-bow.org. All students are eligible and encouraged to apply. 

Registration
November 14, 2016
Registration and work scholarship sign-up begins Monday, November 14, 2016. In person registration begins at 8:30 am at the 
Ox- Bow office, Sullivan Center Room 1425. Online registration will begin at 1:30 pm at ox-bow.org. Students interested in work 
scholarships must register in-person at the Ox-Bow office. Payment options include checks written to SAIC or credit card payment 
through SAIC’s payment partner CASHnet, which is accessible through Peoplesoft Self Service.

Ox-Bow Work Scholarships
November 14, 2016 In Person
Ox-Bow will award 10 work scholarships on a first come, first-served basis to interested students. The work scholarship is 
equivalent to the cost of room and board while attending Ox-Bow. Students work 15 hours per week while on campus in one of 3 
jobs: dishwashing, housekeeping, or grounds and maintenance. Work scholarships can be applied for at the time of registration on 
November 14. Ox-Bow reserves the right to deny a work scholarship to any student who has previously demonstrated an inability to 
complete the assigned tasks.

SAIC Financial Aid
Undergraduate and graduate students from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago may be able to use their financial aid award 
from SAIC toward degree credit tuition for courses at Ox-Bow. Students will need to complete an SAIC Winter 2017 Institutional 
Financial Aid Application available at www.saic.edu/faforms even if you will be using only a merit scholarship award. Applications 
must be submitted before the term begins. Please contact the SAIC Student Financial Services office or refer to the application 
for exact deadlines. Financial aid typically does not cover room and board or lab fees at Ox-Bow. Learn more about applying at the 
School’s Office of Financial Aid, by calling 312.629.6600, or by emailing saic.sfs@saic.edu. 

Getting to Campus
Our campus is located in Saguatuck, MI about 2 hours from Chicago. Students are responsible for finding their own transportation 
to campus. Please make travel arrangements early and be aware of weather conditions prior to your trip as it often snows.

Drops/Cancellation
December 9, 2016
From the time of registration until December 9th, students will receive a full refund minus the $250 drop fee and any associated lab 
fees. If dropped after the 9th, no refund will be given. Students wishing to drop a winter course must drop their class by 4:30 pm 
on December 9th to receive a refund. All drops must be submitted in writing. Please note that you cannot drop an Ox-Bow course 
using PS self-serve. Drops must be submitted in writing to the Ox-Bow office in Room 1425, Sullivan Center. Ox-Bow will inform 
all registered students by December 15th if a course will be cancelled. In cases of a documented emergency, students may apply to 
the SAIC refund review board.


