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COURSE SUMMARY 
 
In this course, students will use the traditional iron-based developing-out 
process of platinum palladium. They will work in one of the most stable and 
time-honored photographic processes. Students will bring their own digital 
cameras to capture images and then digitally print negatives to be used in this 
unique tactile process. In studio process training will be augmented by self-
directed image capturing using Ox-Bow’s landscape and community as possible 
subject matter. 
 
There was a time when to make any non-silver image, one needed a negative 
the size of the final image, this meant either using a large format camera or the 
complicated process of internegatives, both needing darkrooms and care when 
it came to the negative.  
 
With the advent of digital cameras and the inkjet printer, alternative processes 
became more accessible and easier to control. This class will be the merging of 
19th century technologies with 21th century ones. The care and beauty of one 
of the most mythic and archival of processes with a way of less trial and error. 

Bring your digital camera, as with this class you can make images of your 
surroundings and print them chemically the same day. Also bring copies of files 
you would like to print. 

 
DAILY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 
Introductions, the history of platinotypes, expectations and potential health hazards 

 



MONDAY 
Making inkjet negatives, mastering the puddle pusher, practicing with kallitypes 

 

TUESDAY 
Making platinotypes, discussion of scanning negatives and printing directly from 

large format negatives 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Trouble-shooting, discussion, studio day. 

 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
Work and critique (the vagueness here is to allow you to make both images with 

your camera and work on the process at your pace. the class is small enough to be 

able to have a more one on one approach) 

 

SUPPLY LIST 
 
DIGITAL CAMERA - from a point and shoot to a DSLR 
PORTABLE HARD DRIVE - to store the files and the digital “negatives” 
PICTORICO OHP FILM - buy the 8/12 by 11 inch size (the size of our contact 
printing frames) 
SOMETHING TO STORE THE NEGATIVES IN - it can be a letter sized paper 
box. While I have made the process the least toxic as possible - safest developer 
and clearing agents - we are still working with heavy metals and the ingestion of 
them are hazardous to your health. If you have concerns here are some 
suggestions for added safety. 
NITRILE GLOVES – chemicals stain and are toxic. 
PAPER MASK – If you feel more comfortable using a more sophisticated 
breathing apparatus feel free to use one. No one knows for sure your resistance 
level and the symptoms don’t really show up until much later. Better safe than 
sorry. 
 
OPTIONAL 
Negatives (made from film) to be scanned and printed. We will discuss this but 
depending on the facilities it may not be possible to actually do this. 


