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COURSE SUMMARY 
 
Indigo is the most utilized dyestuff on the planet. Both in its natural and its 
synthetic form, Indigo blue has a mysterious and contentious history: from the 
mystery cults of Indigo in Southeast Asia to the slave trade in the New World. 
This course will cover fundamental techniques in preparing both natural and 
synthetic indigo dye-vats, and we will use those vats to explore traditional 
Japanese tie-dye (Shibori) as well as traditional Indonesian resist dying (Batik). 
Furthermore, we will also utilize the metaphoric notion of "blueness" and 
"bluing," in relationship to the natural landscape. While surface design and the 
production of textiles will be emphasized, students will be challenged to 
consider how the production of color and cloth can manifest itself in 
performance, installation, and other alternative forms. This course is open to all 
levels of experience. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND CLASS POLICY 
 
Students should be on time to all demonstrations and discussions as listed in the 
syllabus. Technical mastery is not the goal of this course, but rather, an attitude 
of experimentation, risk-taking, and curiosity are the goals of this class. Studio 
maintenance, cleaning, and care will be taken into consideration as part of 
student success, Finally, students will maintain an inclusive, safe, and supportive 
studio environment. 
 
 
 



DAILY SCHEDULE  
 
July 10th 
- Evening: Introductions, discussion of syllabus, studio tour. 
 
July 11th 
- AM: Mixing a synthetic Indigo Vat 
- AM: Shibori Part 1 (Tied, clamped, folded forms) 
 
- PM: Shibori Part 2 (Stitched) 
- PM: Studio time  
 
July 12th 
- AM: Batik Part 1 (Wax application and dying) 
- AM: Batik Part 2 (multiple layers and wax removal) 
 
- PM: Studio time  
 
July 13th 
- AM: GROUP SAMPLE REVIEW (discussion of final projects) 
 
- PM: Mixing a Natural Indigo vat (Ferrous Sulfate Vat) 
- PM: Studio time  
 
July 14th  
INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS ALL DAY 
STUDIO TIME ALL DAY 
 
July 15th 
- AM: Studio time 
 
- PM: FINAL CRITIQUE 
- PM: CLEANING 
- PM: Set up for open house 
 
July 16th 
-Goodbye!  
 
 



SUPPLY LIST 
 
- Natural fabrics 10 - 20 yards (muslin, cotton, linen, hemp, silk, etcetera) NO 
WOOL or SYNTHETICS 
 
- Scissors  
 
- Sewing needles  
 
- Paint brushes (natural bristles only)  


