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COURSE SUMMARY 
 
Students enrolled in Image and Word will explore several linoleum/woodcut, 
hand printing, typesetting and letterpress techniques. The class emphasizes the 
sequential and narrative properties of the relief printing process. Through 
presentations and critiques, the course of study examines how the physical 
qualities of the paper, image, text, and binding can influence narration, pacing, 
rhythm, and meaning. The class also investigates the role of traditional printing 
in contemporary image making. Studio projects may include the creation and 
editioning of broadsides, sets of prints, or pamphlets. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Via in-class demonstrations and looking research, we will familiarize ourselves 
with the history and processes behind a variety of relief printing techniques, 
considering their rich pasts and contemporary relevance. Beginning with 
handset lead and wood type, we will learn to print on the flatbed cylinder proof 
press. We will progressively integrate a variety of other printing techniques, 
including block printing and (time permitting) pressure printing. The course will 
culminate for each student with a collection of collectively printed matter. 
Thoughtful, intentional relationships between content, form, production, and 
reception will be cultivated throughout the course. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND CLASS POLICY 
 
Class begins promptly at 10 am and ends at 5 pm. All students are expected to 
arrive on time and attend all presentations and demonstrations. To maximize press 
time, students may have to work on their projects outside of class time. 
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Students have 24-hour access to the Ox-Bow print shop. Students may use the 
presses without faculty supervision after demonstrating a basic proficiency with 
each machine (this generally takes one or two days). 
 
DAILY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday   Evening: introductions, syllabus review, studio orientation 

 

Monday   Morning: typesetting + letterpress printing demo 

Afternoon: project introductions + block carving demo 

 

Tuesday   Morning: block printing demo + project 1 typesetting 

Afternoon: project 1 block printing + project 2 typesetting 

 

Wednesday   Morning: project 1 type printing + project 3 typesetting 

Afternoon: project 2 type printing + project 3 typesetting 

 

Thursday   Morning: project 2 block printing 

   Afternoon: project 3 type printing 

 

Friday   Morning: project 3 pressure printing (time permitting) 

Afternoon: critique and clean up 

 

SUGGESTED READINGS 
 
Letterpress Now by Jessica White 
 
SUPPLY LIST 
 
Supplies to Bring 
apron 
x-acto or olfa knife 
speedball linoleum cutter (handle and five cutters) 
blue painters tape 
rubber gloves 
soft pencil 
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Optional Supplies 
wood blocks 
wood carving tools 
awl 
bonefolder 
scissors 
self-healing mat 
 
Available from Ox-Bow 
cover-weight paper 
text-weight paper 
tracing paper 
newsprint 
ink 
brayers 
line gauges (inches/picas/points) 
tweezers 
linoleum blocks 
 
SUPPLIER SUGGESTIONS 
 
Graphic Chemical, http://www.graphicchemical.com/ 
Hollander’s, http://www.hollanders.com/ 
McClain’s, http://www.imcclains.com/ 
Talas, http://www.talasonline.com/ 
Utrecht, http://www.utrechtart.com/ 
 
 


