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In celebration of summer 
and in the spirit of creativity, 
Ox-Bow is pleased to announce the 2017 Art on the Meadow program for 

children, teens, and adults. Bringing a variety of studio experiences to the local 

community and those visiting the area, Art on the Meadow offers short-term 

workshops as an introduction to making art on Ox-Bow’s campus. 

Highlighting Western Michigan’s rich history in art-making, these classes are taught 

by some of the area’s most inspiring artists. Most adult classes are timed perfectly 

so students can stay for lunch on campus for a small additional charge. With classes 

in everything from landscape painting to puppet making, this summer’s Art on the 

Meadow program offers a wide range of experiences for everyone. 

If you can’t join us for a class, we hope you can make it to one of our Open Studios.

ART 
ON THE 
MEADOW
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Join us on select Fridays when students, 

Fellowship recipients, and Artists in 

Residence from the preceding week  

mount an exhibit of their work. The work 

on display comes from a variety of media 

including painting, drawing,ceramics,metals, 

papermaking, printmaking, and glass. 

Additionally, Ox-Bow’s Friday Night Open 

Studios typically feature an artistic demon-

stration. Past demos have included paper-

making in the lagoon, glassblowing and 

casting, and collaborative demonstrations 

between studios such as Glass and Metals.

Attendees are also encouraged to visit the 
Ox-Bow Gallery located in our historic Inn 
to view the current show by the Ox-Bow 
staff and fellowship recipients. Additionally, 
guests are treated to a live auction of 
student, staff, and faculty work. This is a 
great opportunity to support Ox-Bow while 
building your collection!

In an effort to preserve Ox-Bow’s delicate 
natural landscape, we are pleased to offer a 
free shuttle to and from St. Peter’s Church in 
Douglas to the Ox-Bow Campus during each 
Open Studio event.  

For more information, call 269-857-5811.

FRIDAY NIGHT 

OPEN  
STUDIOS

SELECT FRIDAYS: June 16, 30, July 14, 28 and August 11. 

From 7:30pm-10:00 pm.

Inspired By Nature: Story Telling
with Ellen Sprouls
June 19-22, 10am-12:30pm 

Ages 6-10, > $135

While learning to observe and interpret 

the forest, the dunes, and the waterways 

of Ox-Bow, students will be inspired to 

develop and create stories in a variety of 

genres incorporating a variety of artistic 

media. Students will draw comics, write 

and illustrate books, assemble a story box 

(in the tradition of the American artist, 

Joseph Cornell) and create a shadow 

puppet show. Come prepared to make a 

mess as we use charcoal, pastels, paint, 

and glue, with a smattering of junk to tell 

your own stories.
 
 

Imagine Nation:  
Imaginative Minds Unite! 
with Lucia Earle and Catlin Nell 
July 10-13, 10am-12:30pm 

Ages 9-13, > $135 

Have you been to AFRICA? This workshop 

will inspire you to get there someday! 

Your tour guide for this workshop is a 

native of South Africa, seasoned sailor, 

and world traveler, Lucia Earle. She will 

introduce you to some of the amazing art 

from different regions of Africa including 

Mali and West Africa.With her assisting 

partner, Catlin Nell, she will share with 

you her love of mask-making and how 

they are traditionally used in ceremonies. 

You’ll learn about the ancient ways masks 

have been made and you’ll create your 

own mask over the course of 4 days using 

ancient and modern techniques. 

Courses for Children

CONT. PG 6



6 7

CONT. IMAGINE NATION:  

We’ll also take on the adventure of 

travel by studying and then re-purposing 

maps to create journals, jewelry, toys, 

and collage treasure boxes. Dive into 

geography, social studies, world travel, 

and art. With this workshop you will be 

that package shipped and delivered to 

Imagination Nation!
 
Fantastic Creatures
with Danielle Hanna
July 17-20, 10am-12:30pm

Ages 7-10, > $135

Have you ever wondered what really resides 

under the sunny waters of the lagoon? 

Young artists will explore the natural 

surroundings of Ox-bow’s woodlands, 

dunes, and waterways as possible habitats 

for the fantastic, mythical creatures that 

call Ox-Bow home. Participants will use 

the power of creativity and imagination 

to document their creatures (and their 

creature’s environments) in both two and 

three-dimensional works of art. A variety of 

mediums and techniques will be explored 

including painting, drawing, and sculpture. 

 
Animals of Ox-Bow
with Kim Meyers Baas
July 24-27, 10am-12:30pm

Ages 7-10, > $135

Charming • Delightful • Wonderment 

Taking inspiration from the natural 

environments of Ox-Bow, students 

will create charming and delightful 

illustrations of their favorite animals/

insects/birds/reptiles on the beautiful 

campus. We will observe the subject, 

experience the landscape, explore 

traditional illustration, learn some rules of 

abstraction, and how to design and draw 

delightful creatures with inks and washes. 

We will develop techniques in contour 

drawing and watercolor application in 

this drawing and painting class. Each day 

the students will take home final artworks 

that will be surreal, soft, colorful and full 

of wonderment.
 
Day of the Dead: Artsy Altars and 
Sugar Skull Face Painting
with Catlin Nell and Lucia Earle
July 31-August 3, 10am-12:30pm

Ages 9-13, > $135

It’s August, and autumn is around the 
corner! Every year on November 1st 
and 2nd, Dia de los Muertos is held as 

a celebration of our ancestors and our 

loved ones that have passed on. It is a 

happy holiday in which many people all 

over the world get dressed up, paint their 

faces like skulls and tell stories about 

their grandmothers and grandfathers. 

This workshop will be an opportunity to 

prepare your costume for this holiday, 

learn how to use face paint, and create 

an artsy altar in memory of someone 

special. We will make and decorate sugar 

skulls that can be used with our altars. 

Additionally, we will delve into the study 

of skeletons by examining and drawing 

from posters and picture books using vivid 

colors that capture this expressive holiday!
 
 
 
 

Puppet Making
with Michael Schwabe
August 7-10, 10am-12:30pm

Ages 8-12, > $135

This class will introduce students to the 

art of puppetry. Students will get hands-

on experience making their own puppets 

from a variety of materials. While they 

work throughout the week, students will 

be shown examples of how to use the 

materials at hand to design and construct 

a variety of different kinds of puppets. 

This class is designed to be informative 

and fun!
 
Clay for Kids 
with Jeff Blandford
August 14-17, 10am-12:30pm

Ages 8 and up, > $145

Held in Ox-Bow’s ceramics studio, this 

class will introduce students to clay 

using the pottery wheel and basic hand-

building techniques. Students will start 

each day by watching a series of simple 

demonstrations, then move to hands-on 

experience making and creating their own 

pieces. The goals for the course are to 

have fun and gain a basic understanding 

of the ceramic process. All of the works 

will be fired at the end of the course and 

ready for pickup at a time TBA.
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COURSES 
FOR 

TEENS  
AND 

ADULTS

Drawing from Nature
with Dawn Stafford
June 19-22, 10am-12:30pm > $150

In this multi-level workshop we will 

explore the rich botanical world of Ox-

Bow’s 115 acre campus. Together we will 

practice mixing the mediums of charcoal, 

conte crayons, and ink on paper as 

vehicles for what inspiration and sense 

of connectedness we may find. Special 

emphasis will be given to the individual 

and expressive personality of line-making, 

the relationship between figure and 

ground, how drawing intersects painting 

with color, and where observation 

intersects interpretation. Prior experience 

is helpful, but not necessary.

Let’s Pastel Like Impressionists
with David Baker
June 26-29, 10am-12:30pm > $150

The Impressionist era was highlighted by 

some remarkable work in the medium 

of pastel. Our class will focus on the 

techniques and compositions of some of 

these pastel masters: Edgar Degas, Mary 

Cassatt, Berthe Morisot, and Henri de 

Toulouse Lautrec.

*Free lunch plan if students take both 

Let’s Pastel Like Impressionists and My 

Charcoal Fantasy!

 
 
 
 
 

The multi-level classroom is an important part of education at Ox-
Bow. We believe the process of art-making can be enriched by 
working alongside students outside of traditional peer groups. 
All of our adult classes are offered to students ages 13 and up. 

My Charcoal Fantasy
with David Baker
June 26-29, 2-4:30pm > $150

Drawing is the most direct vehicle for 
visual story telling. And charcoal is 
the most versatile and easily edited of 

the drawing media. We will use found 

images to design a collage that suggests 

a narrative. The theme might be: 

fantasy, personal history, mythology, or a 

surrealistic dreamscape. This collage will 

then be scaled up to create a charcoal 

drawing… perhaps a large one!

*Special afternoon time- Lunch is 

not offered for this class unless it is 

taken in tandem with Let’s Pastel Like 

Impressionists…in which case lunch is free!
 
Form, Fragments, Marks,  
and Meanings
with Meridith Ridl and Jack Ridl
July 10-13, 10am-12:30pm > $180

Even when we read words we are seeing 

words...From handwriting to typewriting 

our words are filled with both lines and 

spaces: they can twist, list, layer, evoke, 

illuminate, confuse, hold, disappear, 

connect. Join us as we explore ways to 

use words to make art. We will collect 

phrases, alter texts, and explore ways to 

let words wander into your visual work 

with painting, drawing, and collage. No 

prior writing or making experience is 

necessary...just a willingness to explore. 
 
 
 
 

Landscape Painting 
with James Brandess
July 22, 29, August 5 and 12, 10am-1pm 

> $225 for all four workshops  
or $60 per workshop

In these multi-level Saturday morning oil 

painting workshops, participants will paint 

outdoors in the historic Ox-Bow landscape. 

We will study the relationships in size, 

shape, color, and value of elements in the 

natural world. Through this process of learn-

ing to see, we will create paintings that have 

veracity and strength. We will also learn the 

tools and materials needed to set-up and 

paint anywhere we choose. Participants may 

sign up for one or all four of these three-

hour landscape painting workshops!
 
Expressions through Mixed Media
with Sarvin Haghighi
July 24-27, 10am-12:30pm > $150

This course will explore different mediums 
we can use to create a mixed media piece. 
We will discover how to incorporate 
Calligraphy into art and how to create 
different layers, bringing more depth to 
our pieces. My goal has always been to 
share the beautiful part of my culture 
with others and create a piece that is not 
only visually interesting but also prompts 
dialogue. We will look into different ways 
you can do the same by exploring materials 
and mediums that are nostalgic to you but 
are also easy to access while telling a story. 
We will also explore ways to freely express 
our feelings, how to turn something 
negative into something positive, and 

to basically use the unconscious mind to 

create an artistic visual expression. 
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Expressing the Human Figure
with Jill Lareaux
July 31-August 3, 10am-12:30pm > $150 

Ages 18 and over

Drawing the human body can be daunting 

even for an experienced artist. We will use 

dry media and washes to train your eyes 

to really see and interpret the figure, to 

hone your drawing skills and increase your 

comfort level with this challenging subject. 

Principles of color use, drawing technique, 

and composition will be touched upon 

while working from both clothed and 

nude models.
 
 
 
 
 

Portrait Painting
with Rick Beerhorst
August 7-10, 10am-12:30pm > $150

This is a course that will demystify portrait 

painting by leading you through a simple 

process using photography as a spring-

board into creating your own oil portrait. 

Though the technique you will learn is 

basic and mechanical it will serve to open 

a door for further painting explorations 

and personal expressions should you 

choose to continue. 
 
Glass Beadmaking 
with Jessica Bohus
August 14-17 , 10am-12:30pm > $190, 
beadmaking materials provided

Using a Hot Head torch, learn the basics 

of making, shaping, and decorating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

unique flame worked glass beads. 

Explore techniques in depth through 

demonstration, hands-on classroom time, 

and personalized instruction. Beginning 

students will learn how to make many 

shapes of beads, as well as pulling 

stringers and decorative cane. Advanced 

students can focus on decorative surface 

techniques, sculptural beads or individual 

projects. This class can be combined with 

the afternoon class to incorporate glass 

elements into wire sculpture and jewelry. 

*Free lunch plan if students take both 

Glass Beadmaking and Creative Wire 

Techniques!

 
 
Creative Wire Techniques 

with Jessica Bohus
August 14-17, 2pm-4:30pm > $160

Using very basic tools we will explore 

manipulating steel and copper wire to 

create sculpture and jewelry. Class can be 

combined with the morning bead class if 

students are interested in incorporating 

glass elements. All levels welcome.

*Special afternoon time- Lunch is not 

offered for this class unless it is taken in 

tandem with Glass Beadmaking…in which 

case lunch is free!
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FACULTY BIOS

Kim Meyers Baas  
was born and raised in West Michigan where she 
spent her summers outdoors curious about the 
environment. She also loved art. When she realized 
these interests can be complementary, she moved 
to the Windy City to get her B.A. in Fine Arts 
from Loyola University Chicago and an MA in Art 
Education from The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. Currently, she is back in West Michigan 
with her family (and multiple pets) where art and 
nature still inspire her artworks and teaching art 
in private and public spaces. As an artist educator, 
she has always been passionate about giving all 
children the opportunity to explore the significance 
of being shaped by our natural environment. 

David Baker  
earned his BS from Western Michigan University 
and an MFA from Indiana State University. Much 
of his current work is plein-air painting in oil and 
watercolor. David is Painting Professor Emeritus 
at Southwestern Michigan College. Additionally, 
he designs art workshops for a variety of media. 
He has mounted solo exhibitions at Fernwood 
Botanical Gardens, Niles, MI; Colfax Cultural 
Center, South Bend, IN; Krasl Art Center, St. 
Joseph, MI; Carnegie Center for the Arts, Three 
Rivers, MI; Goshen College, Goshen, IN; and 
Vesuvius Gallery, Glenn, MI, among others.

Rick Beerhorst  
is a full time visual artist and musician living in 
Grand Rapids Michigan with his artist wife and six 
children. His work is featured in collections both 
private and public throughout the United States 
and abroad. He is the recipient of a NEA artist grant 
and two Pollock Krasner grants. His work consists 
of narrative portraits, printmaking, sculpture, and 
site-specific installations. 

Jeff Blandford  
has been a potter for 14 years and considers his 
first pottery lessons to be in the Ox-Bow ceramics 
studio. Receiving his BFA in Ceramics from 
Michigan State University, Jeff owns a gallery in 
downtown Saugatuck where he sells his ceramics 
and blown-glass work. His studios are located 
on his organic farm about 15 minutes south of 
Ox-Bow where he has 5 barns devoted to creating 
artwork.

Jessica Bohus  
has her BFA from the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago and has taught at Fiasco glass, Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts, Ox-Bow, and Water Street 
Glassworks. She has exhibited at The Indianapolis 
Art Center, IN; Beacon Street Gallery in Chicago; 
Vesuvius Gallery, MI; Torpedo Factory, MD; 
Kalamazoo Institute of Art, MI; Lighthouse Glass, 
LA; Mindscape, IL; and Good Goods, MI. You can 
learn more about Jessica at blueroanstudio.com.

James Brandess  
is both a figurative and a landscape painter. He 
is a graduate of the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He maintains his studio in Saugatuck, MI, 
where he also conducts painting workshops.

Lucia Earle  
is a South African artist who trained at the 
Johannesburg Art Foundation in 1997 and 1998. 
She studied Drama at the University of Cape Town 
and worked backstage in theaters for years. In her 
3rd year of History of Art through the University 
of South Africa, she discovered a fascination for 
African masks and their cosmology. She has been a 
working, traveling artist ever since. She is currently 
living and working as an artist and swim instructor 
in Fennville, Michigan.

Sarvin Haghighi  
found art as a young girl lost in childhood fantasy, 
and eventually found her voice amongst paint, 
canvas, and panels. There she could capture every 
cherished memory of childhood, honor time-held 
traditions of her people, and issue commentary 
on the social and cultural dimensions of women’s 
experiences in contemporary Middle East society. 
Like many others, her immediate family found 
themselves spread throughout the world. A new 
hybrid reality would give way, where East meets 
West, and diversity would be the norm. While 
passion for her Persian roots provides continual 
inspiration, it’s the cross-cultural exposure that 
provides universal subtext to her work. A single 
voice now amplifies the voices of many the world 
over who long for peace and freedom.

Danielle Hanna  
has her BFA in Graphic Design and Art Education 
from Kendall College of Art and Design and also 
holds a Masters in Art Education from Kendall 
College of Art and Design. Danielle is a K-12 
art educator who has worked in public and 
private settings throughout Michigan since 2007. 
Currently, she teaches art and design at  
Saugatuck High School.

Jill Lareaux  
has broad experience with the figure as a painter, 
printmaker, and sculptor. Her emphasis is on the 
succinct but expressive quality of the medium with 
the figure as the vehicle for her message.

Catlin Nell  
loves art in all it’s forms, from creative movement 
and music, to face painting, crafting, and writing. 
She plays traditional fiddle, loves ancient and 
modern forms of dance, and has worked for years 
as a performance artist and children’s entertainer. 
She is a massage therapist and recently co-
founded the Firehouse Zen Cultural Center in 
Glenn, Michigan. With her artistic partner, Lucia 
Earle-Higgins, she offers workshops in the region 
to people of all ages and from all walks of life. 
Catlin is passionate about ecology and her intent 
is to illuminate concepts of “deep ecology” 
through her workshop offerings. Through 
art experiences, she seeks to give people the 
opportunity to celebrate the many ways that our 
ancient and modern selves are connected. 

Jack Ridl’s  
latest book, Practicing to Walk Like a Heron, 
was named one of the two best collections of 
2014 by Foreword Reviews/The American Library 
Association. Jack’s previous two collections also 
received national awards. He was named the 
second Honorary Chancellor of the Poetry Society 
of Michigan. The Literacy Society of West Michigan 
honored him for his lifetime of work. The Carnegie 
Foundation named him Michigan Professor of the 
Year. More than 85 of his former students are now 
published authors.

Meridith Ridl  
is an artist and an art teacher with a BA from the 
College of Wooster and MFA from the University of 
Michigan. She is represented by Lafontsee Galleries 
has exhibited her work at the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum, the University of Toledo, the Butler 
Museum of American Art, and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Queretaro, Mexico. 

 Michael Schwabe 
is an internationally acclaimed puppeteer and 
puppet designer, rigger and builder who works on 
the children’s television show Bunnytown as well 
as Jack’s Big Music Show. Michael is the founder 
and artistic director of the famous puppet theater 
company known as Hystopolis Productions, Inc. 
of Chicago, Illinois. Michael has been teaching 
puppetry since 1980 and he is considered one of 
the most innovative character and set designers in 
the field of puppetry today. Currently he is Master-
puppeteer with the performing troupe in Douglas, 
Michigan called The Village Puppeteers.

Ellen Sprouls  
is an independent arts and science educator, and 
is the Coordinator of the Early Childhood STEM 
Program for the Lower Shore Child Care Resource 
Center at Salisbury University. Previously, Ellen was 
the Executive Director at the Delmarva Discovery 
and the Curator of Education in Galleries and 
Collections at Grand Valley State University. She 
has exhibited work at the International Center at 
the Smithsonian Institution, the Kresge Museum of 
Art at Michigan State University, and the Michigan 
Women’s History Museum. She has enjoyed 
exploring art with children for many years at the 
National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian 
Institution, Impression 5 Science Center, the 
Muskegon Museum of Art, and the Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts.

Dawn Stafford  
is a full time artist who lives and paints in West 
Michigan. In 2005 she opened the Peachbelt 
Studio, her private painting studio and seasonal 
gallery (www.peachbeltstudio.com) located 
in an iconic little red one-room schoolhouse 
(ca 1867) in Fennville, MI. Her compositions 
are an extension of her connection with rural 
environments and her personal family history. 
Originally from New York, she received her BFA 
from Swain School of Design in Massachusetts 
before moving to Michigan in 1992. 
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Important  
Registration 
Information

Please read the age requirements for 
each course carefully. Registration 
for the Summer Art on the Meadow 
program begins May 1st. Registration 
must be completed at least 2 days 
prior to the class start date and must 
be accompanied by payment in full. 
Classes may be canceled due to low 
enrollment. If your class is canceled, 
you will be notified by telephone 
and you will receive a full refund. 
Students will be sent a short supply 
list upon registration. If you would 
like to purchase a meal plan for $30, 
please indicate your interest on the 
registration form and include payment 
with registration. Meal plans are 
available for adult classes only.

REGISTRATION BY MAIL:

Begins May 1st. 

Complete the enclosed form and return 
it with payment in full to:

Ox-Bow, PO Box 216 
Saugatuck, MI 49453

REGISTRATION BY PHONE: 
Begins May 8th.  

Please call 269-857-5811.

ONLINE REGISTRATION: 
Begins May 8th. 
Please visit www.ox-bow.org

Ox-Bow accepts Visa, MasterCard, and 
American Express, as well as personal 
checks or money orders, made payable 
to Ox-Bow. 

Refunds  
Students must cancel their registration 
at least 10 days prior to the class start 
date in order to receive a refund.

Questions?  
Please call 269-857-5811

Registration Form 
Mail-in Registration begins May 1st.

Student Information

First Name

Last Name

I Identify My Gender as

Home Number

Email Address

Street Address

Address Line 2

City

Emergency Contact

Name

Contact Phone Number

Course Registration

Course Title

Middle

Birthdate

Preferred Gender Pronoun

Alternate

State ZIP

Relationship

Dates Tuition

(Additional Fees)

Lunch Meal Plan # x 30 Total

Total Amount Due

*FULL PAYMENT IS DUE AT TIME OF REGISTRATION 

PLEASE COMPLETE PAYMENT INFORMATION ON BACK. YOUR REGISTRATION WILL 
NOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT PAYMENT INFORMATION.

REGISTRATION 
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Registration received without payment, course information, or which cannot 
otherwise be processed will be returned. 
 
I give Ox-Bow the permission to provide medical care, hospital or clinic treatment or to administer minor 
medicine provided through Ox-Bow to myself/my minor or ward. I hereby waive liability against Ox-Bow 
for such care provided or transportation to such location as deemed necessary by Ox-Bow. 
 
I give Ox-Bow permission to photograph and publish photographs of myself/my child participating in 
instructional and/or social activities at Ox-Bow, which permission shall remain in effect until revoked, in 
writing, by myself to the Ox-Bow staff. Revocation of permission must be submitted in writing to the 
Ox-Bow Campus 3435 Rupprecht Way, PO Box 216, Saugatuck, MI 49453.

Payment Method

Check or Money Order Enclosed

Check or Money Order #

Credit Card / Card # Exp. Date

Visa Mastercard American Express

Signature

Date

Please mail this form to:  
Ox-Bow  
PO Box 216 
Saugatuck, MI  
49453 
 
Online registration is also available 
(after May 8th): www.ox-bow.org 
 
Questions? 
Email sshear@saic.edu 
Phone 1-269-857-5811
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